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THE FEDERATION

OF HILLSIDE AND CANYON ASSOCIATIONS, INC.

City Planning Commission
200 N. Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012
cpc@lacity.org
james.k.williams@lacity.org

June 24, 2011

Re:  Proposed Modified Parking Requirement District
CPC-2007-2216-CA/ ENV-2011-308-ND
City Planning Commission Hearing Date: July 14, 2011

Dear Commissioners:

The Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations, Inc. (the Federation)
was founded in 1952 for the purpose of conserving the natural habitat and
appearance of the Santa Monica Mountains and other hillside and canyon
environs of the Greater Los Angeles area. The Federation’s membership
includes 33 residential and homeowner associations spanning the Santa
Monica Mountains, including many along the Mulholland Scenic Parkway
Specific Plan area, a treasure of the Santa Monica Mountains.

At its June 1, 2011 meeting, the Federation voted unanimously to
recommend changes to the Modified Parking Requirement District
(MPRD) Ordinance. The Federation joins with Councilmembers Koretz
and Rosendahl (see letters attached) and community organizations across
the City in voicing our concern that the Ordinance, which creates a
mechanism for reducing parking requirements, is not properly balanced to
protect against spillover parking and traffic impacts on the surrounding
neighborhoods. The Federation is particularly concerned that MPRDs not
be created within Specific Plan areas. Doing so would undermine the
extensive efforts that have gone into creating Specific Plans, such as the
Mulholland Scenic Parkway Specific Plan. If parking reductions are
desired within these areas, Specific Plans can be amended through the
existing procedure for doing so.
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There are other deficiencies in the current draft, which fail to adequately protect the community.
We recommend the following changes:

1. Exempt Specific Plan areas.

2. Increase the minimum size of a District from three to six acres.

3. Require a District to be comprised of more than one project.

4. Locate Districts near transit stations, public parking facilities or other capacity
as demonstrated by traffic and parking studies.

5. Incorporate the findings from the current code under section 12.32.L into this
new MPRD Ordinance.

6. Expand notification to within 1500 feet of the proposed District and to
Neighborhood and Community Councils.

The current draft of the Ordinance must be revised to ensure that parking reductions do
not unduly burden the surrounding neighborhoods with spillover traffic and parking
impacts.

Sincerely,

“Marian fDoc[ge—)

Marian Dodge, President

CC:

Councilmember Paul Koretz (paul.koretz@lacity.org)

Councilmember Bill Rosendahl (councilman.rosendahl@lacity.org)
Councilmember Tom LaBonge (councilmember.Labonge@lacity.org)
Michael LoGrande (Michael.logrande@lacity.org)

Alan Bell (alan.bell@lacity.org)

Tom Rothmann (tom.rothmann@]Jacity.org)
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