
Re: Curtis School Master Plan, 15800 Mulholland Drive
 CPC-2009-837-CU-SPE-DRB-SPP-SPR-DI-ZV, ENV-2009-836-MND

Dear Board Chair Kishbaugh and Board Members:

The Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations, which was founded in 1952 and 
represents 40 homeowner and resident associations spanning the Santa Monica Mountains 
from the Pacific Ocean to Griffith Park, is concerned about the Curtis School project now 
before the DRB.  Specifically, the Federation objects to Curtis’ piecemealing of its project 
and asks that the three corrective conditions described below be imposed on Curtis by the 
DRB.
 
The central problem is that Curtis is piecemealing the planned expansion and renovation of 
its campus in a manner that could preclude the DRB from considering all aspects of the 
project impacting the Mulholland Corridor.  If Curtis’ Master Plan is approved now, before 
Curtis submits details of specific aspects of the multi-phase project, then the DRB may be 
divested of jurisdiction over the project once Curtis has obtained Planning Commission 
approval. (See Specific Plan, Section 11.F.)  To protect against this possibility, the Federation 
voted unanimously at its July 2012 meeting to request that the DRB impose upon Curtis a 
condition that clearly and unambiguously requires that Curtis return to the DRB for review at 
every phase of its project before any new approvals or permits are granted by the City.
 
The Federation also unanimously voted to support the two conditions proposed by the Santa 
Monica Mountains Conservancy to address the MND’s inadequate consideration of the 
project’s potential impact on the wildlife corridor. Specifically, we request (1) a condition 
dedicating a conservation easement on existing manufactured slopes on Curtis School 
property to the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority; and (2) a condition that 
requires wildlife permeable fencing, or no fencing, and no additional campus lighting within 
the City fee simple Mulholland Drive right-of-way.

The Federation strongly believes that these three conditions are necessary to protect the 
integrity of the Mulholland Scenic Parkway and asks that they be imposed on Curtis as 
conditions of project approval.

Sincerely,

Marian Dodge
Marian Dodge

cc: Councilmembers Koretz and Rosendahl
 Paul Edelman, SMMC
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