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NEXT MEETING  
 

 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009 
 

  Social Hour at 7 PM/Meeting at 7:30 PM 

 Meeting to start promptly at 7:30 pm 

UNIVERSAL CITY NISSAN  
                     3550 Cahuenga Blvd. West 

      between Lankershim-Universal Drive bridge 

       off ramps; park underground garage/street; 

        take elevator to 2nd floor conference room 
 

 

AGENDA 
 

 

Introductions:  Members/Guests 

Minutes: November 

Presidentôs Report:  

A. Developer wins challenge over Cityôs   

      Densification Ordinance denying design  

      articulation mitigations  

B. Founding Menber of Hollywoodland 

Specfic Plan Ordinance requests  

      reaffirmation of  house to lot ratio as  

      standard for size of structure 

C. City removes Parking Meters in Studio 

City and installs Parking Pay Stations  

D. Coldwater south of Mulholland to get 

      resurfacing starting January 10th 

Old Business: Billboard Blight 

A. Special Guest Speaker: Dennis  

      Hathaway/City unanimously votes for  

      moratorium on Billboard Conversions 

New Business: March 3rd Primary  

A.  City Attorney Forum Coalition - 1/10/09 

B.  CD 5 - Pan Pacific Sr. Ctr 1/18 @ 10:30  

Adjournment:  

The mission of the Hillside Federation shall be: To protect the property and the quality of life of the residents of the Santa Monica Mountains 

and other hillside areas of Los Angeles and its environs, and to encourage and promote those policies and programs which will best preserve 

the natural topography and wildlife of the mountains and hillsides for the benefit of all the people of Los Angeles. 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE: 
 

DEVELOPER WINS  

LAWSUIT AGAINST CITY  

ENFORCEMENT OF DESIGN 

MITIGATIONS  
 

 

This encouraging news emphasizes more 

than ever the importance of our reaching 

into our pockets to contribute to the  

Densification Ordinance lawsuit filed by 

Chatten-Brown & Carstens which will be 

going to court soon.  This winning  

lawsuit is the first of three filed against 

the City disputing their interpretation of 

the State Density Bonus Law SB1818. 

 

On December 8, 2008, Attorney Ben 

Reznik successfully challenged the 

Cityôs attempt to unlawfully impose  

conditions of approval that are entitled 

under SB 1818. Under the State Density 

Bonus Law local governments are  

empowered to provide a range of  

incentives and concessions for projects 

that will provide more affordable  

housing. 

 

However when the City Planning  

Commission refused to approve a height 

request beyond the limits imposed by the 

Zoning Code without adding a condition 

that required a ñtaperedò design, this  

decision reduced the rentable space and 

the developer claimed the project was  

unfeasible. The owner refused the  

Commissionôs condition, sued the City 

and won. 

 

Continued on page 2... 
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Reznik successfully agued that the City has no  

discretionary authority to impose design mitigations on 

a projectôs aesthetic impacts and, therefore, held that 

the Commissionôs decision was arbitrary, capricious 

and an abuse of discretion. 

 

The court found that the City had not provided  

evidence that an aesthetic impact amounted to a  

ñspecific adverse impact upon health, safety or the 

physical environmentò which is the legal standard in 

SB 1818, and that articulating the design actually  

reduced the size which ñnullified the effect of a  

Density Bonusò and was counterproductive to  

permitting more affordable housing. 

 

Whatôs good news for the EAHCLA lawsuit is that this 

recent decision shows more than ever why we need to 

successfully challenge the Densification Ordinance 

which currently does not require a CEQA review, 

unlike SB 1818.  If CEQA review had been conducted, 

the City might have come up with valid reasons to 

deny the Bonus request for additional height and been 

able to make the required findings the Court found the 

City did not make. 

 

However if no CEQA review is conducted because the 

Cityôs Densification Ordinance does not require it and 

claims projects are exempt, then no proof about 

ñspecific adverse impacts upon health, safety or  

physical environmentò can or will be gathered which is 

why the Court concluded that the City overstepped its 

authority because the City didnôt provide any evidence 

that imposing design standards would mitigate the  

projects aesthetic impacts..   

 

If the EAHCLA lawsuit can successfully overturn parts 

of the Densification Ordinance and require CEQA  

review, the City will have the ability to prove ñadverse 

impacts upon health, safety and physical environmentò 

and curb un-feathered development. At the moment 

this precedent setting ruling will just allow developers 

to circumvent the process and give them a license to 

build bigger, taller and less aesthetically pleasing  

designs with more market rate units instead of more 

affordable housing. 

 

 

 

The Federation thanks you for your assistance in  

understanding the seriousness of this court decision 

and asks you to support the EAHCLA lawsuit as much 

as your organization can afford. 

 

JOAN LUCHS 

President 

Hillside Federation  
 
 

DENNIS HATHAWAY, BILLBOARD  

BLIGHT FOE, TO BE GUEST 

SPEAKER AT JANUARY MEETING  
 

Dennis Hathaway has been president of the Coalition 

to Ban Billboard Blight for the past year. Prior to  

becoming active in issues involving billboards and  

visual blight, he was a board member of the Venice 

Neighborhood Council and a member of groups  

working on local issues involving zoning and land use, 

affordable housing and youth development.  A retired 

construction manager, he has written articles on  

subjects including billboards, zoning and ethics for the 

Los Angeles Times, City Watch and several online 

publications. 

 

In a Nov. 30th L.A. Times column, Steve Lopez said 

Hathaway was an Iowa newspaper reporter in his 20s 

and an old hand at digging for information.  A fiction 

writer in his free time and winner of the 1982 Flannery 

OôConnor Award for short stories, he switched from 

writing to research.  That led him to the Coalition to 

Ban Billboard Blight, a non-profit band of fed-up  

Angelenos, and he now heads the group and runs the 

website: 

www.banbillboardblight.org  
 

And thatôs a twelve hours a day job, one effect of 

which has, at last, awakened the Los Angeles City  

Council to the extent that they have declared a  

moratorium on billboards for three months with the 

option of extending it another three months while a 

new sign ordinance is prepared. 

 

We are fortunate to have so knowledgeable and  

energetic a man as Hathaway to lead the way for  

protecting public spaces from gross devaluation.   

http://www.banbillboardblight.org/


HOLIDAY PARTY: A GALA EVENT  
 
In lieu of Minutes, we submit the following informal  

report of the Hillside Federationôs 2008 Holiday Party 

held at the Mulholland Tennis Club on Wednesday,  

December 3, 2008. 

 

Guest of honor Councilman Bill Rosendahl was 

greeted by the sixty plus guests attending. Other notables 

included Bldg. & Safety General Manager Andrew  

Adelman, retired Daily News Editor Ron Kaye, Planning 

Director for Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Paul 

Edelman, Zev Yaroslavskyôs Planning Deputy Ben  

Saltzman, Councilperson Greuelôs  Chief Planning  

Deputy Dale Thrush, Councilman Jack Weissô Chief 

Field Deputy Joan Pelico and Councilman Dennis Zineôs 

Planning Deputy Jonathan Brand. 

 

President Joan Luchs presented two stunning engraved 

Lucite statuettes outlined in a mountain silhouette to 

Marilyn Stone (Forrest Hills) and Irma Dobbyn 

(Tarzana)  for their many years of outstanding service to 

their own homeowner organizations as well as to the 

Hillside Federation for their role as model  

representatives and mentors. 

 

Guest of Honor Councilman Bill Rosendahl discussed 

his work.  ñI ainôt that great, but Iôve got twenty-two 

people working for me.  We are the biggest democracy 

on earth, but our people are so ill informed. We should 

know a lot more and be empowered.ò  Stating he had 

been to fifty states and fifty-two countries, he had a lot to 

compare.  He is concerned about public safety and  

supports a strong Neighborhood Watch. He is also  

working against the proliferation of billboards. 

 

Andrew Adelman began his remarks explaining that the 

Planning Department sets policy while Building & 

Safetyôs LADBS task is to issue permits and enforce 

Zoning Codes.  For processing of permits he has  

adequate staff but he has lost 26 positions for code  

enforcement due to budget cuts, and regrets the lack of 

capacity to do an adequate job. He also stated his hopes 

to see Zoning Code Regulations updated and that he 

shares our concerns about Billboard enforcement and 

discussed some imminent actions. ñBe patient. I think 

you will see some results.ò  He also disclosed that the 

only billboards in New York City are in Times Square. 

 

 

 
 

Louise Frankel from Mountaingate Community  

Association, former president of Los Angeles County 

Civil Service Commission and lifelong community  

activist spoke about the spread of illegal signs and  

billboards and informed us how Bill Rosendahl was the 

only Councilman who voted against a proposed billboard 

application at the Convention Center, organized a group 

who took a complete Billboard and Sign survey for his 

district and spearheaded a recent unanimous vote in City 

Council approving a moratorium on all billboards. 

 

Charley Mims, vice-president of the Federation of 

Hillside and Canyon Associations and president of 

Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council stated that 

they too prepared and submitted an inventory of all  

Billboards in their district to Building & Safety  but 

LADBS was instructed by the City Attorneyôs office that 

they were forbidden from even checking out their list to 

determine if any Billboards had permits. After presenting 

this information to La Bongeôs office who in turn worked 

with other city council members, City Council reversed 

their position. Soon thereafter Building & Safety  

contacted us indicating that they would be happy to work 

with the community to identify which billboards were 

legal and which ones were noté 

 

President Joan Luchs closed the evening by thanking our 

speakers for their inspiration and cooperation. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Walnum, 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

FEDERATION OFFICERS PRESENT 
 

Chairman          Lynette Robe. Briarcliff Improv 

President           Joan Luchs, Cahuenga Pass 

Vice-President  Charley Mims, Franklin Hills 

Treasurer           Dan Palmer, Beverly Glen 

Recording Sec.  Ann Walnum, Mt.Washington   
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