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MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS
BelAir Knolls Property

BelAir Skycrest Property
Benedict Canyon Association
Briarcliff Improvement
Cahuenga Pass Neighborhood
Crests Neighborhood Association
Encino Property Owners

Forest Hills Homeowners
Franklin Ave/Hwd.Blvd.West
Franklin Hills Residents
Glassell Park Improvement
Glenridge Homeowners
Highlands Owners Association
Hollywood Dell Civic

Hollywood Heights Association
Hollywoodland Homeowners
Holmby Hills Homeowners

La Tuna Canyon Community
Laurel Canyon Association

Los Feliz Improvement

Mt. Olympus Property Owners
Mount Washington Association
Mt. Wash. Homeowners Alliance
Nichols Canyon Association
No.Beverly Dr./Franklin Canyon
Oak Forest Canyon Association
Outpost Estates Homeowners
Pacific Palisades Residents
Residents of Beverly Glen
Roscomare Valley Association
Shadow Hills Property Owners
Sherman Oaks Homeowners
Tarzana Property Owners
Torreyson-Flynn Association
Upper Mandeville Canyon
Whitley Heights Civic

CHAIRMEN EMERITUS
Jerome C. Daniel
Patricia Bell Hearst
Gordon Murley

Polly Ward

CHAIRMAN IN MEMORIUM
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LAWSUIT AGAINST CITY
ENFORCEMENT OF DESIGN

MITIGATIONS

This encouraging news emphasizes mgre

than ever the importance of our reachir
into our pockets to contribute to the
Densification Ordinance lawsuit filed by
ChattenBrown & Carstens which will bg
going to court soon. This winning
lawsuit is the first of three filed against
the City disputing their interpretation of
the State Density Bonus Law SB1818.

On December 8, 2008, Attorney Ben
Reznik successfully challenged the
Citybds attempt to
conditions of approval that are entitled

under SB 1818. Under the State Densi )P

Bonus Law local governments are
empowered to provide a range of
incentives and concessions for projectg
that will provide more affordable
housing.

However when the City Planning
Commission refused to approve a heig
request beyond the limits imposed by t

Zoning Code without adding a conditiofP-

~

that required a nf
decision reduced the rentable space ar
the developer claimed the project was
unfeasible. The owner refused the
Commi ssionb6s cond
and won.

Continued on page 2.

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, January 7, 2009

J Social Hour at 7 PM/Meeting at 7:30 PM
Meeting to start promptly at 7:30 pm

UNIVERSAL CITY NISSAN

3550 Cahuenga Blvd. West
between LankershimUniversal Drive bridge
off ramps; park underground garage/street;

take elevator to 29 floor conference room

AGENDA
IRtraducliqps: Members/Guests o s e

Minutes: November
resident s Report
A.Devel oper wins <cha
Densification Ordinance denying design
articulation mitigations
Founding Menber of Hollywoodland
Specfic Plan Ordinance requests
reaffirmation of house to lot ratio as
standard for size of structure
City removes Parking Meters in Studio
City and installs Parking Pay Stations
Coldwater south of Mulholland to get

a §uEfaé:|@g@s_taang %apuary, 1,0th t hi
&!d Business: Billboard Blight
A. Special Guest Speaker: Dennis

Hathaway/City unanimously votes for

t M@raforiumsoy Rillpoard fanvergipng y
New Business: March 8 Primary
A. City Attorney Forum Coalition - 1/10/09
B. CD 5- Pan Pacific Sr. Ctr 1/18 @ 10:30

6.

e

Adjournment:

The mission of the Hillside Federation shall be: To protect the property and the quality of life of the residents ohtherBeatMountains
and other hillside areas of Los Angeles and its environs, and to encourage and promote those policies and program$eshigiesalive
the natural topography and wildlife of the mountains and hillsides for the benefit of all the people of Los Angeles.
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Continued from page 1 The Federation thanks you for your assistance in

understanding the seriousness of this court decision
Reznik successfully agued that the City has no and asks you to support the EAHCLA lawsuit as much
discretionary authority to impose design mitigations on  as your organization can afford.
a projectds aesthetic impacts and, therefore, hel
the Commi ssionds decision JoAMNIUCGHEDbiI trary, caprici ol
and an abuse of discretion. President

Hillside Federation
The court found that the City had not provided

evidence that an aesthetic impact amounted to a
Afspecific adverse i mpact uP(ENNlige%TIFI%WAYS%”TLgp R%r t !
physical environmento which iBUGH-FEOE,J@ﬁEGéJIE hdar d

SB 1818, and that articulating the design actually SPEAKER AT JANUARY MEETING
reduced the size which Anullified the effect of a
Density Bonuso and was c o PamigHahawayhasdeen prasident®f the Coalition
permitting more affordable housing. to Ban Billboard Blight for the past year. Prior to

becoming active in issues involving billboards and
What 6s good news for the ®audl@light hdwaswadoardtmembsr ofithie Yenicet |
recent decision shows more than ever why we need to  Neighborhood Council and a member of groups

successfully challenge the Densification Ordinance working on local issues involving zoning and land use,
which currently does not require a CEQA review, affordable housing and youth development. A retired
unlike SB 1818. If CEQA review had been conducted, construction manager, he has written articles on

the City might have come up with valid reasons to subjects including billboards, zoning and ethics for the

deny the Bonus request for additional height and been  Los Angeles Times, City Watch and several online
able to make the required findings the Court found the  publications.
City did not make.

In a Nov. 30th L.A. Times column, Steve Lopez said
However if no CEQA review is conducted because the Hathaway was an lowa newspaper reporter in his 20s
Cityds Densification Or di rmedaradhahda diggingdar inferraagiam.i A fietion
claims projects are exempt, then no proof about writer in his free time and winner of the 1982 Flannery
ispecific adverse impacts ObOfoOmntog a lAtwia,r ds & fogt y horr t
physical environment 0 c¢ an wgtingtarésearch. bfleat leddim kodhe €odlition lDi
why the Court concluded that the City overstepped its ~ Ban Billboard Blight, a noprofit band of feeup
aut hority because t he Ci t yAnggléndsnahd he pow beads the growmand reng theg

that imposing design standards would mitigate the website:

projects aesthetic impacts.. www.banbillboardblight.org

If the EAHCLA lawsuit can successfully overturnparts And t hat 6s a twelve hour
of the Densification Ordinance and require CEQA which has, at last, awakened the Los Angeles City
review, the City will hayv eoundil® th@dxtent thatthey iave dgclaredvae fi
i mpacts upon health, saf etmpraterionton piltbyagls for thlee neonthvs iwithehe m e
and curb urfeathered development. At the moment option of extending it another three months while a

this precedent setting ruling will just allow developers new sign ordinance is prepared.

to circumvent the process and give them a license to

build bigger, taller and less aesthetically pleasing We are fortunate to have so knowledgeable and

designs with more market rate units instead of more energetic a man as Hathaway to lead the way for
affordable housing. protecting public spaces from gross devaluation.


http://www.banbillboardblight.org/
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HOLIDAY PARTY: AGALA EVENT
In lieu of Minutes, we submit the following informal Louise Frankel from Mountaingate Community
report of the Hillsi de F eAbsociaddn,ifoonredpeesider @ Bos Ahgdles Coanyy F
held at the Mulholland Tennis Club on Wednesday, Civil Service Commission and lifelong community
December 3, 2008. activist spoke about the spread of illegal signs and
billboards and informed us how Bill Rosendahl was the
Guest of honor Councilman Bill Rosendahivas only Councilman who voted against a proposed billboart
greeted by the sixty plus guests attending. Other notablegplication at the Convention Center, organized a group
included Bldg. & Safety General Manager Andrew who took a complete Billboard and Sign survey for his

Adelman, retired Daily News Editor Ron Kaye, Planningdistrict and spearheaded a recent unanimous vote in Cit
Director for Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy PaulCouncil approving a moratorium on all billboards.
Edel man, Zev Yaroslavskyodéds Planning Deputy Ben
Saltzman, Council per son GCharlayaMing,sicepresidentdf theF-edaration oh g
Deputy Dale Thrush, Coun cHilkideand Canygor Assotiaions andpreSident ef f
Field Deputy Joan Pel i co Geater GoffithuPark NeighbarimoodiCeunail stated that r

Planning Deputy Jonathan Brand. they too prepared and submitted an inventory of all
Billboards in their district to Building & Safety but
President Joan Luchs presented two stunning engravedL. ADBS was instructed by t
Lucite statuettes outlined in a mountain silhouette to  they were forbidden from even checking out their list to
Marilyn Stone (Forrest Hills) and Irma Dobbyn determine if any Billboards had permits. After presenting
(Tarzana) for their many years of outstanding servicetd hi s i nf or mati on to La Bo
their own homeowner organizations as well as to the  with other city council members, City Council reversed
Hillside Federation for their role as model their position. Soon thereafter Building & Safety
representatives and mentors. contacted us indicating that they would be happy to worl
with the community to identify which billboards were
Guest of HonoCouncilman Bill Rosendahldiscussed | e g a | and which ones were
his wor k. Al aindt twohat great, but | 6ve got twent

people working for me. We are the biggest democracy President Joan Luchs closed the evening by thanking ot
on earth, but our people are so ill informed. We should speakers for their inspiration and cooperation.

know a | ot more and be empowered. 0 Stating he hac
been to fifty states and fiftiwo countries, he had a lot to Respectfully submitted,

compare. He is concerned about public safety and Ann Walnum,

supports a strong Neighborhood Watch. He is also Recording Secretary

working against the proliferation of billboards.

Andrew Adelman began his remarks explaining that the

Planning Department sets policy while Building & FEDERATION OFFICERS PRESENT
i ' i and

Safetydos LADBS task is to issue permits enf or c
Zoning Codes. For processing of permits he has Chairman Lynette Robe. Briarcliff Improv
adequate staff but he has lost 26 positions for code President Joan Luchs, Cahuenga Pass
enforcement due to budget cuts, and regrets the lack ofy/i-e_president Charley Mims, Franklin Hills

capacity to do an adequate job. He also stated his hopeg assyrer Dan Palmer, Beverly Glen

to see Zoning Code Regulations updated and that he Recording Sec. Ann Walnum, Mt.Washington

shares our concerns about Billboard enforcement and

di scussed some i mminent actions. NnBe patient. It
you will see some results. o He al so disclosed th
only billboards in New York City are in Times Square.






